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6 October 2021
Dear Headteacher,

Re: Outdoor Learning and Educational Visits Policy

Whilst we recognise the benefits of Learning Outside the Classroom in all its forms, we would
like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to all staff for their dedication, commitment
and professionalism.

We all have to recognise that we cannot simply return to how things were prior to the arrival of
the coronavirus Covid-19, we need to find a way to live with this and minimise its harm, whilst
supporting the return to the learning outside the classroom.

I's encouraging to see that there has been a significant increase in demand from schools for
support to take learning safely and effectively beyond the classroom, as part of their Covid
recovery planning. We need to emerge from the current health emergency in a position where
the huge value of educational visits for young people continues to play a key role in the recovery
process.

As you all know, the evidence underpinning the benefit of such formative experiences is very
strong. These are significant experiences that live long in the memory. An early resumption to
being able to offer such experiences will make a positive impact and a vital contribution in
helping young people recover from the impact of this health emergency.

Young people and staff benefit enormously from taking part in visits. Whilst enhancing the
school/establishment curriculum, participation gives them the opportunity to undertake activities
they may not otherwise experience, helps them to develop important life skills, and may
provide life-long happy memories.

Your work ensures that young people are given the opportunity to take part in such beneficial
educational visits. Taking learning beyond the classroom is a vital tool to help deliver the
curriculum safely.

To help steer us through this challenging time North Wales Outdoor Education Service
Advisory team have reviewed the Template Educational Visits Policy 2021-22 and relevant
operational guidance. Schools must also follow the advice and guidance in the OEAP National
Guidance document www.oeapng.info

Every setting must carry out a risk assessment and must address risks associated with
coronavirus (Covid-19) so that measures can be put in place to control those risks for
children and staff. Reference to the LA risk assessment and guidance will be essential when
developing procedures for operating and running your educational visits.
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In these challenging times, Visit Leaders, EVCs, Heads and the Advisors have an important
role to play in ensuring that the risks of coronavirus transmission are adequately managed in
accordance with guidelines.

We need to apply professional judgement and seek to take a proportionate approach while
focusing on what is reasonable and achievable in such a dynamic situation.

The LA’s Educational Visits Policy and principles outlined in our guidance doc will help outline
decisions when planning and approving schools visits by visit leaders, EVC’s, Head’s, LA’s.

We will need to plan carefully together, recognising the emotional needs of the whole school
community, and looking forward with hope to new learning. Educational visits could have a
significant part to play in reconnecting young people with peers, establishing new routines, new
relationships, new support, new resilience and a new future.

Yours sincerely

A C Evang

Aaron Cadwaladr Evans
Senior Manager (Secondary Sector).
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You are welcome to deal with the Council in Welsh or English. You will receive the same standard of service in both languages.
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